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RESOLUTIONS OF THE 48TH COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION (CPA) 

AFRICA REGION CONFERENCE HELD IN OWERRI, IMO STATE, NIGERIA FROM  

20TH – 26TH OCTOBER, 2017 

 

The 48th Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) – Africa Region 

Conference, comprising Parliamentarians from national and sub-national branches, 

committed to the ideals of the African Union and the Commonwealth, held at Imo 

Trade and Investment Centre, Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria from 20th to 26th October, 

2017, examined the theme “Africa Agenda 2063: Vision and Master plan”; 

 

convinced that Africa Union’s Agenda 2063 is a robust and revolutionary economic 

and political framework for enhancing inclusive development; free movement of 

people, goods and services; peace building, conflict resolution and the 

development of a new security architecture; and addressing the challenge of 

infrastructure deficit in Africa; 

 

noted the need to critically interrogate the place of women in Africa Agenda 2063 

and Sustainable Development Goals with a view to mainstreaming gender in the 

budgetary process,  policy planning and implementation as well as ensuring 

inclusive development; 

 

also noted that  previous vision and development plans failed to address gender 

specific issues due to poor design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation 

processes; 

 

concerned  that  Africa lacks the institutional mechanisms, legal framework and the 

political will to pursue and attain the objective of free movement of people, goods 

and services; 
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observed that Regional Economic Communities such as Economic Community for 

West Africa (ECOWAS), East African Community (EAC), Southern African 

Development Community (SADC), Economic Community of Saharan States 

(CENSAD), Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Economic 

Community of Central African States (ECCAS), Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) and 

Inter-governmental Authority for Development (IGAD) provide the building blocks 

for economic integration; 

 

worried that conflicts and insurgencies in Africa are assuming terrifying dimensions, 

occasioned by militant movements like Boko haram, al-shabab, ISIS, al-qaeda and 

maritime crimes like piracy in the horn of Africa and the gulf of Guinea; 

 

noted that Parliaments across Africa have a role to play in designing a new security 

architecture which encapsulates peace building strategies, conflict resolution 

mechanisms and post conflict trauma management systems; 

 

further noted that previous development plans in Africa had failed due to over-

reliance on overseas development assistance in the form of donor funding, external 

loans and grants to finance the implementation of projects and programmes; 

 

observed that illicit financial flows, poor public financial management, corruption, 

dysfunctional and ineffective tax regimes and lack of transparency pose a direct 

threat to successful domestic resource mobilization on the continent; 

 

further observed that it is imperative to focus on mobilizing domestic resources for 

funding Agenda 2063 projects and programmes to avoid the pitfalls of the past; 

also convinced that human rights are universal, inalienable and inseparable from 

human beings and should not be limited to Citizens only; 

accordingly RESOLVED that: 
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(a) Inclusive development: gender-mapping Africa’s Agenda 2063 and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 

(i) African Parliaments should enact laws to create Equal Opportunity 

Commissions as a basis for challenging all laws, policies, customs and 

traditions that discriminate against women including people with 

disabilities; 

 

(ii) Governments in Africa should be encouraged to formulate National 

gender policies with a view to ensuring gender equity in the distribution 

of political offices,  promote affirmative action and social inclusion; 

 

(iii) African Parliaments should ratify treaties and protocols relating to 

gender parity such as the Maputo Protocol of March, 2016 and the 

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights; 

 

(iv) African Parliamentarians, Human Rights Groups and other stakeholders 

should champion advocacy against patriarchy and other harmful 

cultural practices which tend to hinder the access of girls and women  

to social and economic opportunities, including career advancement, 

credit facilities, ownership of land, property, businesses and signing of 

contracts; 

 

(v) African Parliaments should enact legislation promoting girl-child 

education  as well as prohibiting early child marriages, female genital 

mutilation, gender-based violence, sexual abuse and forced surrogacy; 

(vi) African Parliaments should enact Family Rights Bills to promote girls’ and 

women’s rights to property and family inheritance; 

 

(vii) Governments, Parliaments and non-State Actors should improve on tools 

for gender mainstreaming, such as gender mapping, gender surveys 
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and studies,  the use of data, guidelines and checklists disaggregated 

by sex, for planning and programming; 

 

(viii)  Policy Makers, Research Institutes, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) 

and other stakeholders should adopt instruments and methodologies 

such as gender-impact analysis for monitoring and evaluation; 

 

(b) Free movement of people, goods and services: Is Africa ready for a 

common passport, a common market and a single customs and 

monetary Union? 

 

(viii) African Governments should ratify and domesticate the 1991 Abuja 

treaty on free movement of Africans within Africa by adopting a 

common passport and abolishing all visa regimes;  

 

(x) African Governments should encourage intra-regional trade by 

implementing the Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) Agreement of 

2012, removing restrictive tariffs and prohibitive laws that hinder the 

exchange of goods and services on the continent;  

 

(xi) African Governments should invest in cross-border communication and 

infrastructure networks to ease air, land and sea transportation of 

people, goods and services in Africa; 

 

 

(xii) African countries should fast-track the process of adopting a single 

Customs Union as well as a common currency to streamline border 

clearance, simplify issuance of work permits and promote ease of doing 

business within the continent; 
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(c) Silencing the guns: a Parliamentary Agenda for peace building, conflict 

resolution, post conflict trauma management and the development of a 

new security architecture by the year 2020 

 

(xiii) African Governments should develop a new security architecture with 

emphasis on conflict prevention through peace-building, identification 

of early warning signs, diplomacy and accommodation; 

 

(xiv) African Governments should establish Alternative Dispute Resolution 

(ADR) mechanisms to promote arbitration, mediation, reconciliation, 

negotiation and conflict resolution in order to avert unnecessary 

disputes; 

 

(xv) African Parliaments should pass Anti-terrorism and anti-money 

laundering Acts as well as laws prohibiting cyber-crimes; 

 

(xvi) African Parliaments should regulate against the proliferation of small 

arms in the continent; 

 

(xvii) Political leaders should deliberately promote free and fair elections, 

good governance, fairness, justice, transparency and accountability, 

youth employment, poverty reduction, thereby eliminating primary 

sources of conflict and security threats; 

 

 

(xviii) African Parliaments should carefully scrutinize budget estimates of the 

Defence sector with a view to curtailing the unnecessary diversion of 

scarce resources to arms procurement, especially in peace times; 
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(xix) Governments in Africa should establish and equip post-conflict trauma 

centres and initiate programmes to rehabilitate victims of wars as well 

as address their  social and psychological challenges; 

 

(xx) Governments in Africa should establish an African  multi-national stand-

by force to defend the continent against common security threats 

occasioned by coup de’tats, insurgencies, piracy, trans-national 

organized crimes and wars; 

 

(xxi) African Governments should adopt a human rights approach in 

tackling the menace of terrorism instead of treating suspected terrorists 

as war criminals; 

 

 

(d) Infrastructure deficit in Africa: the challenge of mobilizing domestic 

resources for funding Agenda 2063 programmes and projects 

 

(xxii) African governments should strengthen their tax regimes to increase 

their capacity to generate capital for the implementation of projects 

and programmes; 

 

(xxiii) African Parliaments should enact legislation aimed at curbing illicit out-

flow of funds;  

 

 

(xxiv) African Governments should create an enabling environment to retain 

our skilled human resources and reverse the present trend of human 

capital flight or brain drain; 
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(xxv) Governments in Africa should promote transparency and 

accountability in the management of public finances thereby 

encouraging performance budgeting and good governance;  

 

 

(xxvi)  Governments in Africa should recognize, mobilize and ensure the buy-in 

and ownership of all African Stakeholders including the Youth, Women, 

organized labour, Civil Society Organisations, the Diaspora, the Media, 

African Think-Thanks and Research Institutions,  the Organized Private 

Sector, etc in terms of resourcing, monitoring and implementation of 

the Vision and Master Plan. 

 

Unanimously adopted on Wednesday, 25th October, 2017 

 

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 

 

1. Rt. Hon. Kabiru Mijinyawa,  
Speaker, Adamawa House of Assembly -  Chairperson 
 

2. Hon. Bulelwa Tunyiswa, 
Dep. Speaker, Eastern Cape Legislature      -  Member 
 

3. Hon. Sarah Adwoa Safo, MP. Ghana           
 Deputy Majority Leader and Minister for  

Procurement      - Member 
 
4. Hon. Bintu Jalia, MP. Uganda                    -  Member 
 
5. Hon. Ronald Shamukuni, MP. Botswana       -  Member  
 
6. Christopher Ashiekaa (Nigeria)    -  Secretary 
 


